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relations of the piezoelectric functionally graded plate are established, and then the
nonlinear motion equations of the piezoelectric functionally graded plate are obtained
through Hamilton’s variational principle. The nonlinear active vibration control of the
structure is carried out with adoption of the negative velocity feedback control
algorithm. By applying finite difference method, the whole problem is solved by using
iterative method synthetically. In numerical examples, the effects of mechanical load,
electric load, the volume fraction and the geometric parameters on the dynamic
response and vibration control of the piezoelectric FGM plate are investigated.
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0. Introduction

A class of material known as “functionally graded material”(FGM), made such that the volume fractions of two or more
materials are varied continuously along a certain dimension, has attracted much attention in many structural members
and used in a wide variety of industries for its advanced properties. With the increased use of these materials, it is
important to get a full comprehension of the behavior of functionally graded plates and shells. The buckling and static
response of FGM composite plates and shells has been studied in literatures [1-5]. As for the dynamic properties analysis of
the FGM composite plates and shells, Pradhan et al. [6] investigated the natural frequency of FGM cylindrical thin shells
under various boundary conditions. Based on the high order shear deformation theory, Patel et al. [7] gave the finite
element solution for the free vibration of FGM elliptical cylindrical shells. Yang [8] provided vibration characteristic and
transient response of shear-deformable functionally graded plates and panels in thermal environments. There are also
many investigations on the exact solutions of the FGM plates and shells [9-13].

Recently, with the development of science and technology, smart structures receive increasing wide application. The
piezoelectric functionally graded plates or shells, a new sort of smart structure, are composed of piezoelectric layer
imbedded or amounted on the FGM structures. The research on these new piezoelectric FGM structure increasingly
becomes intense in the solid mechanics field. By exploiting its converse and direct piezoelectric effects as distributed
actuators, Xiao et al. [14] investigated the performance of the functionally graded plates integrated with the piezoelectric
actuators. He et al. [15] examined the active control of FGM plates with integrated piezoelectric sensors and actuators
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using a finite element model. A comprehensive study was conducted for the shape and vibration control of FGM plates and
shells with integrated piezoelectric sensors and actuators by Liew and coworkers using finite element method [16,17].
Satyajit et al. [18] dealt with the geometrically nonlinear dynamic analysis of functionally graded (FG) laminated
composite plates integrated with a patch of active constrained layer damping (ACLD) treatment. The constraining layer of
the ACLD treatment is considered to be made of the piezoelectric fiber reinforced composite (PFRC) material. Based on the
first-order shear deformation theory, Ahmad et al. [19] developed an analytical solution for analysis of functionally graded
material beams containing two layers of piezoelectric material used as sensors and actuator.

In this paper, based on the higher-order shear deformation theory and elastic piezoelectric theory, the nonlinear
geometric and constitutive relations of the piezoelectric FGM plate are established. Assuming the distribution of electric
potential along the thickness direction in the piezoelectric layer is simulated by a sinusoidal function, the nonlinear motion
equations of the piezoelectric FGM plate are derived by using Hamilton’s principle. An analytical model for the active
vibration control of the piezoelectric FGM plate is established using the negative velocity feedback control algorithm. In the
numerical examples, the effects of the volume fraction and the geometric parameters on the dynamic response and
vibration control of the piezoelectric FGM plate are discussed.

1. Basic equations

Consider an orthotropic functionally graded material (FGM) plate mounted with two piezoelectric layers as shown in
Fig. 1, with length a, width b, total thickness H. The rectangular Cartesian coordinate system oxyz is set on the mid-plane
(z=0). The bottom surface of the FGM plate is an orthotropic metal layer and the top surface is an orthotropic ceramic layer.
The region between the two surfaces comprises material with different mix ratios of the ceramics and metal and can be
expressed as in the following equation:

Pr =(1-V(2)pm+V(2)pc (1)

where py is the effective material property of the FGM ,p,; and p, are the properties of the metal and ceramic, respectively.
V(2) is the volume fraction of the metal constituent of the FGM, where z is the thickness coordinate (—h/2 <z<h/2) and h
is the thickness of the FGM plate. The volume fraction is assumed to follow a power law function:

V@ =(z/h+1/2)" (2)

where n (0 <n < oo) is the volume fraction index and represents the material variation profile through the plate thickness,
and may be varied to obtain the optimum distribution of the constituent materials. The effective material properties of a
functionally graded plate may be written as in the following equation:

E/@) = (1-V(2))Em + V@)
p1(2) = (1-V@)pp +V(@D)p,

Vf = const. 3

Reddy [20] proposed a higher-order shear deformable theory. This theory takes into account the transverse shear
deformation of the structure and meets the condition that the shear force on both the bottom and top surfaces equal to
zero. Based on the Reddy’s higher-order shear deformation theory, the displacement field in the piezoelectric FGM plate is
given by

U1(x,y,2,0) =Ux,y,2)+ 8121 (X, ¥, )—g2(2)Wx
U(X,Y,2,0) =V(X,Y,2) +81 (DY (X, ¥, )—82(2D)w,y

Us(x,y,z,t) = w(x,y, t) (4)
Here, uq, u,, u3 are the displacements of a point in the plate at the time t along axes x,y, z, and u, v, w are the displacements
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Fig. 1. Schematic diagram of the piezoelectric FGM plate.
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of a point on the midplane (z = 0) of the plate, {/; and i/, denote the rotations of a transverse normal about the y and x axes,
respectively. The functions g;(z) and g>(z) are given as
473 473
gﬂz):zW, 2= 352 (5)

The Von Karman type geometrically nonlinear strain—-displacement relations corresponding to Eq. (4) are

1 /ow\?
&x=Ux+ G +811 x—82W

. 1 [ow\?
Ey=Vy+s5 oy +812y—82W,y
owow

X 3y 811y +ax)—282Wyy

Exy=Uy+Vx+

Exz = glz‘/ﬁ —82 Wx+Wy

&z =81Wr =82, Wy+Wy (6)
The constitutive relations for an orthotropic functionally graded material are given as follows:
Ox C];I Cf12 0 Ex
Oy »= C£1 ng 0 &y
Oxy 0 0 | l&

f
Oy | |Caa O &yz
()=1% 2){) @

_ E©®@ _ B@vi R 1%)
e = 1-vi2v2q i = 1-vi2vy

where
1-vi2vp

6{14 =G13(2) CJ;5 =G3(2) Cf56 =G12(2)

in which, E;(2), E2(2), G12(2), G13(2), G23(2) represent the elastic constants varying along the thickness direction of the FGM

plate and can be obtained by Eq. (1).
The constitutive relations for an orthotropic piezoelectric material is given as follows:

Ox d, d, 0 0 o0 &x 0 0 ek
Oy b, 0 0 0 &y 0 0 e5 E,
Oxz 3 = ¢, 0 0 Exz 53— 0 ey O Ey
Oyz CIS)S 0 &yz es O 0 E;
Oxy Cge Exy 0 0 0 |
Ex
Dy 0 0 0 e5 O &y gn O 0 7 (Ex
Dy = 0 0 ezq 0 O &z v+ | 0 gn 0 Ey (8)
D, es; e 0 0 0f] ey 0 0 g |(E
Exy

where, Dy, D, and D, represent the electric displacement components; E,, Ey, E, denote the electric field components;

Cf;,e{,j ,g;j are the elastic, educed piezoelectric and dielectric permittivity constants, respectively, and

Ci3€33 ..
ey =e3i——— (,j=1,2),
C33

;. _ €33€33

£33 o T8 (9)
33

The relations between electric field and the electric potential are
Ex=-¥, E,=-¥, E,=-V, (10)
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For the brevity and convenience of expression, the following relations are proposed
x—1,y-2,z2-3,x2—4,yz—5,xy—>6 (11)
Based on the Hamilton’s principle, the nonlinear dynamic equations of the piezoelectric FGM plate can be derived by

o ["«_mdt—o0 (12)

to

Here, K is the system kinetic energy, IT is the system potential energy and they can be obtained by

K= / 1p@isti; dV
JV

H:/‘/h(Szj,Ei)dV—/A[qiui_Qqs]dA

1 ho . 1,
h= 2 Cijkl&ijbkl_esjiESf'ij_j&ijEiEj (]3)

where h is the system free energy; p(z) is the mass density of the piezoelectric FGM plate, and for the FGM core, it can be
deduced from Eq. (1), while for the piezoelectric layer, it is constant along the thickness; g; and Q are the mechanical and
electric loads applied. u; and 11; are the displacement and velocity components, V and A denote the volume and surface area
of the structure, respectively.

Employing a method similar to Ref. [21], the nonlinear dynamic equations of the piezoelectric FGM plates are obtained
from Eq. (12):

oN; ©oN,
1, Ne _

oN, oNg .
oy Tax ThY

*P, °P, _°Pg 0Q, Qs .
o T2 Py Ty Tax TI=hw

oM; 0Mp

o Ty Bk
oM, oMs -
W+W—Q4—121ﬁ2

H/2
/h , PortDyy +Dze-Q)dz =0

—h/2
/H/2 (Dyx+Dyy +Dz2—Qa)dz =0 (14)

Here the top piezoelectric layer is defined as the sensor, the bottom as the actuator, and the equation of motion of the
sensor and actuator are presented separately as above. Qs and Qg are the electric load applied on the piezoelectric sensor

and actuator, (N;, Q;, M;, P;) are the stress resultants of the piezoelectric FGM plate, (I, ;) are the mass inertia constants of
the piezoelectric FGM plate. The stress resultants and inertia terms can be denoted as

- H)2 Hy2 B HJ2
Ni:/ oidz, Mi:/ 0ig1(2) dz, Pi=/ 0ig(2)dz (i=1,2,6)
—H/2 —H/2 H/2

Q

H/2 ‘
i= / 0ig1,(2)dz (i=4,5)
—H/2

H/2 H/2
L= / p@dz, L= / p(2)g181 dz (15)
—H/2 —H/2

Now, the stress resultants (N;,Q;, M;, P;) are decomposed into two parts, one is that related to the piezoelectric effect,
and the other related to the mechanical effect.

Ni=N;+N!, M;j=M;+MF, P;=P;+P, Q;=Q+Q’ (16)
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where the superscript p represents the piezoelectric effect. The component (N;, Q;, M;, P;) related to the mechanical effect
can be written as

1
Ny A1 A 0 u,X+§W,2X
N, = Az] A22 0 v, —|—1W\2y
Ne 0 0 Ag 2
Uy+Vx+Wiw,y
Q4 _ Fae O Yo+wy
Qs | 0 Fs5|| P1+wx
M, Bi1 B2 Bi1 B Yix
M, By, B, B ¥ay
M B B Vi, + %,
6 _ 6 66 1y 2.x (1 7)
Py D11 Dn2 —Wx
Pz Doy —Wyy
Ps Degs —2Wxy

where
h/2 H/2 —h/2
Ajj = / iz dz+ / O dz+ / @ dz
J-nj2 Jhy2 “H/2
h/2 H/2 —h/2
B = / d(@2)g1gi dz+ / Vg1g dz+ / g8y dz
—h2 ¥ Jupz Y JoHp Y

h/2 P H2 “h2
Rj= / cj(2)8182 dz+ / Pg1gr dz+ / g8, dz
—~h/2 h/2 —H/2

w2 H2 —h/2
D; = / (g2 dz+ / g dz+ / Vg8, dz
h/2 h/2 “H/2

h/2 d 2 H/2 d 2 —h/2 d 2
_ f agy p(s) (481 p@ (481
Faa= /_h/z C44(Z)< dz ) dz+ /h/z Caa < dZ) dz+ /—H/Z Cas ( dZ) dz
h/2 dg 2 H/2 dg 2 —h/2 do\ 2
= =el ps) (451 p@ (951
Fss = /_h/z c§5(2)< dZ) dz+ /h/z 55 < dZ) dz+ /—H/Z 55 ( dZ) dz
where c{. are the elastic constants of FGM plate, which can be obtained from Eq. (7); cg‘“) and c{}(s) are the elastic constants

of the piezoelectric sensor and actuator, respectively.
The component (N?,QF, MP, PP) related to the piezoelectric effect can be written as

—h/2 H/2
Ny = / (—E@)esr dz+ / (—ED)esr dz
—H/2 h/2
~—h/2 ~H/2
NE = / (—E)es, dz+ / (—E)es, dz
J-H/2 Jny2
—h/2 H/2
M = / (—ENg1(2)e31 dz+ / (—E®)g1(2)e4 dz
J-H/2 Jh/2
—h/2 H/2
ME = / (—E®)g1(2)es, dz+ / (—E®)g1(2)es, dz
—H/2 h/2
—h/2 H/2
Py = / (—Ega(2)e51 dz+ / (—EPg2(2)¢51 dz
—H/2 h/2

—h/2 H/2
h = / (~EM)g>(2)e3, dz+ / (—~E)ga(2)es, dz
—H/2 h/2
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—h/2 H/2
Q)= / (—E{")g1 2(2)e24 dz+ / (—E)g12(2)€24 dz
—H/2 Jh/2

—h/2 H/2
Q= / (—EM)g1,(2)e15 dz-+ / (—E)g1,(2)e1s dz (18)
—H/2 h/2

where E{¥ and E* are the electric field of the piezoelectric actuator and sensor, respectively.

In most recently published papers on piezoelectric coupled plates, the electric field is assumed constant across the
thickness of the piezoelectric layer. Wang et al. [22] proved that the electrical potential distribution displays a quadratic
function shape across the thickness of the beam according to Maxwell equation, and had also given a good comparison
between the results obtained by the finite element analysis and the analytical results. In this paper, the distribution of the
electric potential across the thickness direction of the each piezoelectric layer is assumed to be sinusoidal [22], and the
electric potential at any point of the piezoelectric layer can be written as

D(x,y,2,t) = p(x,y, t)sin 2mz—h/2) (19)
H-h
Introduce the following dimensionless parameters:
Al_a’ }NZ_B’ X3_l’ AU_C]]h, BU_C]1h3’ DU_C]]hE', RU_C11h3’ F44_m
= F55 5 _ X _ E _ E _ H _ eu _ E])f]l
_Cnh’ C_ ’ n_b’ U_ﬂ’ V_b’ W= h’ e,] C]]h’ T=t pohz(l—V12V21)
_ T—vqpv
q= q(1—v12vy1) (20)

4
C]]}q

Based on the previous definition of stress resultants and neglecting the in-plane inertia, the nonlinear dynamic equations
of the piezoelectric FGM plate written in the form of displacements and electric field variables can be obtained by
substituting Eqgs. (15), (16), (17) and (18) into Eq. (14)

Zn (U.:C + W.': W,C':) +K12(V,Cﬂ + Wﬂ W.Cn) +ZGG(U,WW + Vm + W.Cn W,,7 + W,CW'M)

3 —h/2 H/2
_( / (—E9)es;dz-+ / (—E‘;>)§31dz> =0 (21a)
X\ J 2 h/2

AUy +W W) +Ana(Vipy + Wy W) +Ase (U gy + Ve + W Wy + W W)

3 —h/2 H/2
+— ( / (—E®)es,dz+ / (—E9)es, dz) -0 (21b)
Ay \J_np h/2

Ru1 ¥ e +Ru2Wa con—=D1iWoreee =D 12 Wz +Ru2 Wi 0y +Ro2 W2y =D12W gy =D a2 Wy

B B B e —h2 - H/2 B
+2Be6(P1.0qn + V2.c0p)—4Des W rony + FaaWy + Vo) +0 + ( /H/Z (—EMg2(2)831 dz+ /n/z (—E¥)g2(2)E3 dZ)

ox?2
0 2 @ A2 e N A2 o
+=— —E¢ z)e dz+/ —E¥ 2)e3p dz)+ — / —E¢ z)e: dz+/ —E¥ 2)er4dz
32 (/—H/Z (—E; )gz( )€32 2 (—E;)g2(2)es32 dz) ay( i (—E}")g12(2)€24 " (—E}))g12(2)€24 )
d ~—h/2 -H/2 i
T3 ( / (—E{)g12(2)e1s dz) + / (—E)g1 (2815 dz) = 1w (210)
—-H/2 h/2

B11 %P1 +B12 W2 —R11Wer—R12W gy +Bes (W1 + Pa.cp)—2Res W ey —F 55 (V1 + W)

o —h/2 H/2 —h/2 H/2
tae( [ CEOm@en e+ [ m@ende) - [ EOm @R d- [ (-E)g @R d2=0
X\ J_pp2 h/2

_H/2 h/2
(21d)
B12¥1,cy+B22W2—R12W ey —R2o Wy +Bes(W1,cy + W)~ 2Res Wty —Fas (W2 + W)
5 —h/2 H/2 r—h/2 H/2
+ @ (/ (—Efza))gl (283, dz+ / (—Egs))gl (2)e3, dZ) — / (—E§“’)g1,z(2)§z4 dz— / (_Egzs))ng(Z)EZAl dz=0
_H)2 h/2 _H)2 h/2
(21e)

Hy2
/h - @151V 2. =82 Wor + W)+ 811 ESk +€24(812 V1. —82.Woe + W)+ 802Ey), +€31(81.. P —82. W)
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+232(812 V2 —82:Wopn) +833E5)—Q) dz=0 (211)

—h/2
/H/Z @15&1.2% 2 —82: W+ W)+ 811 EQ +€24(81 201 y—822Wope + W) +822Ey) +831(81.2001 1 —82.Woi¢

+€32(812Y 2 —82:Wan) +833E5—Q5")dz=0 (21g)

In the above equations, Q& and Qf* represent the electric load applied externally on the sensor and actuator,
respectively. To get a distinct presentation, the electric field E;(i = x,y,z) are not substituted by the electric potential ¢.

Consider a piezoelectric FGM plate with four simply and immovably supported, and electrically grounded edges, so the
boundary conditions are

{=0,1:V=W=0,%,=0,N=0,M;=0,9=0

n=0,1:U=W=0,%;=0,N,=0,M,=0,0=0 (22)

By integrating the FGM plate with two piezoelectric layers, sensor and actuator, to a close-loop control system, the active
vibration control of the structure can be realized with the use of the negative velocity feedback control algorithm as shown
in Fig. 2.

The charge output of the sensor, with poling in the z direction, can be expressed in terms of spatial integration of the
electric displacement over its surface as follows:

Q0= [Divda=4|  Dida+ Dy(t)dA] (23)
JA Az = zy) Az =2z 11)
The current on the surface of the sensor is given by
dQ®
I(t) = i (24)

The actuator voltage, to be applied on the bottom surface of the actuator, can be obtained when the current is converted
into the open circuit sensor voltage and then amplified with a change of polarity as follows

(25)

where G is the constant gain of the amplifier and G; is the gain of the amplifier to provide feedback control. Assuming the
top surface of the actuator is short connected with FGM plate and the distribution of the electric potential is linear along
the thickness in the actuator, the electric field in the actuator can be written as

GiG. dQ®
H—h dt

E9=_2 (26)

p|Sensor output
Piezoelectric sensor
| a |
| |
1
— =] ——— = e — =
/";_ X v
S | Controller
VA
KA
v !
’ 1
HI h K : FGM plate b
7
; ¥
z Actuator input

Piezoelectric actuator

Fig. 2. Schematic diagram of the piezoelectric smart laminated plates and control loop.
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2. Solution methodology

Let the piezoelectric FGM plate be subjected to a following transverse dynamic load on the top surface
q =q(t)sinwésinmty (27)

In the following analysis, the q(t) is set as two types as: (1) q(t) = qosin 07, (2) q(t) = qo. For the first type, the load can be
considered as a sinusoidal transverse load with a fixed frequency, and the second type is a constant load.

Since the load and the structure are symmetric, only one quarter of the plate needs be considered. So the domain of the
problem is selected as0<¢<1/2, 0<n<1/2.

To seek the approximate solutions of the governing Eq. (21) which satisfied the boundary conditions (22), the unknown
variables U, V,W and ¢ are discretized both for space and for time. The finite difference method is used for space, and the
partial derivatives with respect to the space coordinate variables in the equations are replaced by difference form. The time
7 is equally divided into small time segments At, and the whole equations are iterated to seek solutions. At each step of the
iteration, the nonlinear items in the equations and the boundary conditions are linearized. For example, at the step J, the
nonlinear items may be transformed to

x-y)y =)y, (28)

where (y);, is the average value of those obtained in the preceding two iterations. For the initial step of the iteration, it can
be determined by using the quadratic extrapolation, i.e.

Oy, =AW) 1 +BW) 2 +CY))_3 (29)
and for the different step of the iteration, the coefficients A, B and Ccan be expressed as follows:
J=1: A=1,B=0,C=0

]:2: A=2,B=-1,C=0

J=3: A=3,B=-3,C=1 (30)
Moreover, using the Newmark scheme, the inertia in Eq. (21) can be expressed as follows:

AW, W) AWo)

(W,rr)j = (A‘L’)z AT _(Vv.rr)jfl

W)y =W +H W)y 1+ (Wao))AT (31)

The first five equations in Eq. (21) are considered when the dynamic response of the FGM plate is in discussion, and the
electric field E and EY are taken to be zero, while when the dynamic response and vibration control of the piezoelectric
FGM plate are investigated, the combination of the Eqgs. (8),(19) and (21) are taken to iterate for the final solutions. For
every time step, the iteration lasts until the difference of the present value and the former is smaller than 0.1percent, then
continue the calculation of the next step.

3. Numerical results

To ensure the validity and accuracy of the method presented in this paper, the linear free vibration of the simply
supported FGM plate without consideration of piezoelectric effect was calculated. The FGM is set as aluminum-zirconia,
for aluminum E,, =70GPa, v,; =0.3, p,, =2707 kg/m3, and for zirconia: E. =200GPa, v.=0.3, p.=2702 kg/m3. The
dimensionless fundamental frequencies w(w = woh?\/p,,,/Em) are calculated and compared in Table 1 with the first-order
shear deformation theory (FSDT) [24], the three-dimensional (3-D) solutions [23] and the higher-order shear-deformation
solutions (HSDT) [24]. It can be observed from the Table 1 that, the FSDT over predicts the natural frequencies. When the
volume fraction exponent value is set constant, the difference between the results of HSDT and FSDT becomes great as the
thickness of the plate increases. Similar behavior was observed by NG et al. [25] in their prediction of origin of dynamic
stability of isotropic cylindrical shell panels. It was observed in Ref. [25] that the inclusion of transverse shear stresses and

Table 1
Comparison of the dimensionless linear fundamental frequency w for different thickness.
n=1 h/a=0.2
hl/a=0.05 hla=0.2 n=2 n=5
Present 0.0160 0.2279 0.2283 0.2306
3-D [21] 0.0153 0.2192 0.2197 0.2225
HSDT [22] 0.0157 0.2257 0.2237 0.2253

FSDT [22] 0.0162 0.2323 0.2325 0.2334
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rotary inertia effects in the higher-order theories generate more conservative results. However, the authors’ results are a
little higher than the 3-D results of Ref. [23] and results of HSDT [24], which may be due to the error from different
numerical analysis and different forms of selected higher-order theory.

In the analysis of the dynamic response and active vibration control of the piezoelectric FGM plate, a ceramic-metal
functionally graded rectangular plate with unmovable simply supported boundary condition is considered, and the
geometric parameters are set as A1 =12 =0.08, 13 = 1. The following material properties are assumed in the numerical
examples.

E§ =181.0GPa, ES = 100.3 GPa, G5, = G$5 = 50.17 GPa, G5, = 40.87 GPa
vé, =0.3, p° = 7800.0 Kg/m>
E™ =106.0GPa,EJ' = 10.3 GPa, Gl = GJ} = 7.17 GPa, G}y = 3.87 GPa

v, =0.28, p™ = 5600.0 Kg/m?

where the superscript m and c represent the metal and ceramic material, respectively.
The piezoelectric layers are chosen as PZT-5A, the material constants are

Ei1 =E»»; =61.0GPa, E33 =53.2GPa, G; =22.6GPa, G13 = G23 =21.1GPa
€31 =633 = 7.209C/m2,e33 = 15.]]8C/m2,€24 =e15=12.72 C/mZ,V]z =035

p=7750.0Kg/m>3,g11 =822 =153 x 1078 F/m,g33 =15 x 1078 F/m

Fig. 3 shows the variation of the dimensionless elastic modulus of the FGM plate along the thickness direction when the
volume fraction exponent value nis changed. The value of n equal 0 represents a fully ceramic plate, while the value of
n— oo represents a fully metal plate, and the Young’s modulus changes rapidly near the bottom surface for n = 10.

The comparison of the linear and nonlinear dynamic response amplitude of the FGM plate when the dimensionless
sinusoidal load are set as qg=>5,10,15,20,25, and 0=1 is presented in Fig. 4. The horizontal coordinate trepresents
dimensionless time, and longitudinal coordinate W, represents the dimensionless central deflection of the FGM plate. It
can be noticed from the figure that the dimensionless deflection of the FGM plate in linear case is greater than that in
nonlinear case, and this phenomenon becomes more evident when the volume fraction value n increases. Similar behavior
was also observed in Ref. [26]. As we know, the linearity case is based on the limited deformation consumption, and the
higher order item in the geometric relations is neglected while it is in consideration for the nonlinear case. So in some
sense it can be concluded that the linear lowly predicts the stiffness of the structure. In order to reflect the dynamic
property of the FGM plate accurately, the consideration of the nonlinear effect is necessary in the dynamic analysis of the
structure.

Fig. 5 presents the dynamic response of the piezoelectric FGM plate and the variation of the piezoelectric potential
aroused on the central surface of the piezoelectric layer. The volume fraction value is n=0.5 and the frequency of the
chosen sinusoidal load is 0=1. The longitudinal coordinates ¢ represents the electric potential on the central plane of the
piezoelectric layer. It can be seen from the figures that the vibration amplitude and frequency of the structure as well as
the sensed electric potential increases as the force increases and the sensed electric potential varies with the same
frequency as the structure.
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Fig. 3. Variation of Young’s modulus with the non-dimensional thickness for different values of the index n.
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Fig. 5. Nonlinear dynamic response of the piezoelectric FGM plate and sensed voltage on the mid-plane of the piezoelectric layer.
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Fig. 6. Nonlinear dynamic response of the piezoelectric FGM plate under different electric load.

The effect of the electric load on the dynamic response of the FGM plate is presented in Fig. 6. The volume fraction value
and the load frequency are set same as that in Fig. 5, and the mechanical load is taken as gy = 40. It can be seen from the
figure that with the increase of the electric load, the nonlinear dynamic response of the structure decreases. The applied
positive electric load induces a compression, and correspondingly increases the structure’s stiffness, and decrease the
nonlinear dynamic response amplitude of the structure.
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In the Fig. 7, the effect of the volume fraction exponent value non the nonlinear dynamic response of the FGM plate is
discussed. The sinusoidal load is taken as, go =30, 6=1 in the Fig. 7(a) and a constant mechanical load is adopted in
Fig. 7(b). It can be seen the deflection of the structure is comparatively small when n =0.2. As the metal content in the
plate increases, the stiffness of the structure decreases and the dynamic response amplitude increases. When a fixed
frequency sinusoidal load is adopted, a forced vibration of the structures with the same frequency can be observed in
Fig. 7(a), while in Fig. 7(b), the variation of the vibration frequency of the structure with change of the volume fraction
exponent value n can be observed. It can be noticed when n is set small, high frequency of the vibration of the structures
can be observed and a great effect of the n on the vibration frequency can be concluded. In the above Figs. 5-7(a), some
nonlinear dynamic properties of the piezoelectric functionally graded plate are investigated using sinusoidal load, and high
harmonics vibration of the structure can be observed. That’s because more modes of the structure has been excitated under
this kind of load. In the following analysis, the constant mechanical load is mainly adopted.

When applying constant mechanical load on the top surface of the piezoelectric FGM plate, the effect of the thickness of
the piezoelectric layer on the dynamic response of the piezoelectric FGM plates and the comparison of the dynamic
response of the piezoelectric FGM plate with and without piezoelectric effect Fig. 8. Here the total thickness of the
piezoelectric FGM plate is kept constant and the thickness of the piezoelectric layer and the FGM core are changed. It can
be seen from the figure that the dynamic response amplitude of the piezoelectric FGM plate decreases and the vibration
frequency increases when the thickness of the piezoelectric layer increases. That is due to the fact that the increase of the
thickness of the piezoelectric layer would cause the increase of the stiffness of the structure. From the figure, it can also be
found the dimensionless central deflection of the FGM plate decreases and the vibration frequency increases. That is
because the converse piezoelectric effect causes an equivalent in-plane compressive stress, which correspondingly
increase the structure’s stiffness, influence the dynamic response of the FGM plate, but this effect is not so obvious.

From the previous discussion in the Fig. 6, we find that the nonlinear dynamic vibration can be depressed by exerting
electric load with the use of piezoelectric layer amounted on the surface of the FGM plate. But this control should be
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predetermined and cannot be adapted actively. With the introduction of the negative velocity feedback control algorithm,
the self-adapted active control can be realized with different control goal designed. In this paper, the vibration active
control is mainly discussed in the following.

We can consider the structure to work in the following manner: firstly the structure is exposed to an external constant
applied mechanical load and deforms, corresponding to the deformation, generalized displacements and induced
potentials in the sensors. Then the current on the surface of the piezoelectric sensor is converted into an open circuit sensor
voltage which can be feed back through an amplifier to the actuator with a change of polarity. The actuator voltage
produces an electric force which can be deemed as a damping in the system. During the first 10 time steps, the mechanical
load (as presented in Eq. (25)) is applied on the top surface of the piezoelectric surface, and go =100, 0=1, the volume
fraction value n=1, the control electrical resistance is taken as G, = 1.0 x 10°. Fig. 9 gives the effect of the control gain G; on
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Fig. 10. Effect of the volume fraction index n on the nonlinear active vibration control of the piezoelectric FGM plate.
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Fig. 11. Effect of the structure’s geometrical parameters on the nonlinear active vibration control of the piezoelectric FGM plate.

the nonlinear dynamic response of the FGM plate. It can be seen from the figure that when control gain G; are set as
0,3,5,8, the structure vibrate freely under the initial mechanical load. With the introduction of the control gain, an
equivalent system damping is introduced, and the nonlinear dynamic response amplitude of the structure is suppressed;
the bigger the control gain is, the quicker the dynamic response of the structure decreases.

The effect of the volume fraction value n on the vibration active control of the piezoelectric FGM plate is investigated in
Fig. 10. The mechanical load is set as that in Fig. 9. It can be noticed from the figure that the bigger the value n is, the
greater the initial dynamic response amplitude is, and the time needed to completely control the vibration is longer.

Fig. 11 shows the effect of the thickness-length ratio h/a on the central dimensionless deflection of the piezoelectric
FGM plate. As reflected in Fig. 11, the decrease of the thickness-span ratio makes the vibration control of the structure
more evident, that is to say, it takes a longer time to efficiently suppress the vibration of a thick piezoelastic laminated
shallow spherical shell than that of a comparatively thin one.

4. Conclusion

Considering the mass and stiffness of the piezoelectric layers, the nonlinear dynamic response of the piezoelastic FGM
plate with piezoelectric sensor and actuator amounted is investigated by establishing the nonlinear dynamic equations of
the piezoelectric FGM plate. Using the negative velocity feedback control algorithm, an analytical model for the active
control of the piezoelectric FGM plate was established. Numerical examples for orthotropic piezoelectric FGM plates are
presented by using the finite element method. The main conclusions can be drawn as follows: the positive electric load
produces equivalent compressive stress in the piezoelectric layer and increases the stiffness of the structure; when the
volume fraction value n is larger, the initial dynamic response amplitude is greater, and the time needed to completely
control the vibration is longer; the vibration control becomes more evident when the gain of amplifier G; increases; the
geometric parameters influence the vibration control of the structure to some extent.
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